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START OF YEAR LETTER FROM GOVERNORS 
 
Dear Staff, Volunteers, Parents and Carers, 

I am writing to you to welcome you to the new school year (rather than an end of year letter as previously). This is partly because we were so busy in July with transition to Mitre, and personally I managed to break my hand at the end of June too making every-day tasks a bit more difficult and time consuming. 
 
Again I wanted to take this opportunity on behalf of the Governing Body to express sincere thanks to Mrs. Burn-Smith and Mrs. Williams and the school staff, both teaching and support staff, for their hard work and commitment throughout the year. They have worked hard to plan and deliver the teaching in the classrooms and the range of after school activities, residentials and trips that many children have enjoyed. 

We have contract staff delivering sport, forest school and other activities and regular volunteers that come in each week helping across the whole school. I also want to thank all of them. You are all important to us.  

Yet again, everyone has worked together to provide the best for all the children. 

I also need to thank you as parents and carers. The partnership between you and the school is crucial to ensure a good learning environment for your children. Please continue to support your children by reading with them, helping with spellings and encouraging them every step of the way. Thank you for everything you do. 

As parents you will be very much aware of the recent concern over children having access to social media too young, or playing online games intended for older children or adults. During the last year we have become aware that some children are using social media or messaging apps outside of school, or playing games that are not for primary age children. This has been a contributing factor in some incidents we have needed to deal with in school. Could I ask for your support in checking that your child is only engaging in age appropriate material online and, if messaging friends, that you are regularly checking that their conversations are appropriate. 

Yet again the school play was fantastic with so many good performers and everyone, cast and audience, having a great time. Thank you to everyone especially Mr Trickey for directing and Mrs Herniman for her choreography, but also thank you for those involved with the costumes, set, rehearsals and everything else that made this such an enjoyable evening. And of course thank you to the cast (which involved most of the school) it was lovely to see how much you all enjoyed performing to an audience. 

Thank you also for the support from the PTA in the last year. This has been more around online auctions and similar events due to personal circumstances but has still raised valuable support for the school. 

On 1 July 2025 we became part of the Mitre Academy Trust. This has involved a lot of work, particularly for Mrs Burn-Smith and Mrs Williams, in completing all the necessary paperwork for the legal transition. However we now receive ongoing regular support from Mitre and are able to adopt their policies and procedures whilst still being able to retain our identity as Kirklington Primary School. We have already seen benefits from being part of Mitre during the last year as we have started to access their training, support networks and peer reviews. I am sure joining the Mitre Academy Trust will support our ongoing development and improvement as a school by providing us with regular feedback and opportunities to share ideas.

We will be making some changes to the Governing Body as we move into the new school year. We will now be known as The Local Governing Body in Mitre. I will continue as Chair and Chris Costall as Vice Chair. Two parent governors joined the governing body last autumn, James Carr-Smith and Danielle Metcalfe, and we also retain co-opted governors Laura Glover-Cooke and Jonathan Grindrod, alongside our staff and headteacher governors. Two other governors have stepped down since June, and we intend to review our changed governor responsibilities now that we are part of any academy trust, considering our constitution and what additional skills or experience we need on the governing body going forward. We will continue to meet regularly (minimum twice a term) and review school plans and progress providing support and challenge.

I sincerely hope you have all had a good break over the summer and look forward to the new school year in partnership with you.
 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Kind regards 
 
Helen Rushby 
Chair of Governors 
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