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Dear Parents,
Newsletter – September 2025
First of all, a very warm welcome to all our new families and welcome back to all of you who were with us last term. We look forward to working with all of you again in the year ahead.
As most of you are aware, we joined the Minster Trust for Education on 1st July and we are now an academy, rather than a Local Authority School. We have worked in partnership with Mitre for over two years now and are looking forward to further collaboration with other local schools in the Trust. I would like to extend my thanks to the Mitre admin team who have been working through all the necessary transitions and their accessibility at the end of the phone or by email has been hugely supportive and reassuring.
Website
Our new website has now gone live and we will be updating where necessary over the next half term. It can be found at www.kirklingtonprimary.org.uk. We have removed third party provider involvement and this should streamline the updating system. However, our website generally covers statutory requirements only and our primary communications with you will still be via Teachers2parents and Seesaw, as these are specific to our current parents only and therefore more secure for safeguarding purposes.
School lunches
Apologies that our new partnership with Innovate has had a few technical teething problems, but we very much hope that the necessary transitions will have been completed by the end of this week and you should be able to access the online ordering system for next week’s meals. Our lunches will now be provided by Lowes Wong Junior School kitchens in Southwell, and we are confident that the quality and value for money will improve. You will all receive an email directly with a unique access code to KANPLA, so please look out for this if you wish to order dinners. If this is not in place as planned, we will continue to order in school as previously until then.

Reading Challenge
As I mentioned in my July newsletter, we are having a big push on reading this year. It has got harder for schools and families to engage children in reading for pleasure over recent years due to the number of other opportunities and distractions in everyday life. Unfortunately, this is seriously impacting on children’s literacy and comprehension and will ultimately reduce their ability to learn and engage in all areas of the curriculum, including maths, and thereby affecting their life chances and choices later on. As I said before, if you do only one thing with your child, please prioritise reading regularly at home with them.
To try and motivate our young readers, we will have a push on parents logging reading sessions at home via our online recording system ‘Boomreader’. Children are taught phonics, reading and comprehension skills every day at school, but there simply isn’t enough time in the day to practice these further and that’s where the ‘reading at home’ comes in. Your child will practice their phonics skills, their fluency and expression at home with you, and you can support them further by asking about the content of what they are reading and their opinions to aid comprehension. Your partnership with this is vital to reading development and progress. We appreciate older children will move towards reading by themselves, but we still ask that parents log their known reading sessions on Boomreader please, as this is what will be used to calculate the rewards.
A reward system has been devised as follows: children who have their reading logged at home the expected number of times a week (see homework expectations information) will get a reading award sticker and a ticket into a weekly prize draw. Each week, a winner from each class will be drawn in special mentions assembly to win a book of their choice from the class hamper. In addition, all children will work towards bronze, silver and gold certificates (100, 150 and 200 reads) with prizes for each level achieved and presented in assembly. Reads at home will be calculated every Wednesday starting 17th September for the previous week (from 10th Sept) and awards given in assembly the same day.
The above information will be presented to the children this week and we will ensure you all have your Boomreader logins. Please remember that the read does not have to be your child’s school reading book, we encourage reading of all kinds and from a range of sources.
Behaviour policy
As you may remember, we adapted our behaviour policy for pupils last April to support positive behaviour models and attitudes to learning, as well as ensure it is clear to the children there are consequences which arise from poor choices. Children will be doing work in their classes this week to remind (or introduce) them to our expectations. We look forward to the year ahead where children are supported to continue to develop and grow in positive learning environments. In addition, we would encourage any parent who may have a concern to raise it in the first instance with their child’s teacher. We will always inform parents via email when children have received thinking time or time out and invite you to discuss this further with us. On the rare occasion we give a lunchtime detention, we would ask you to work with us to ensure the behaviour does not re-occur, and ask you to support the school with sanctions at home where possible.

Parent code of conduct
Attached with this newsletter is our parent code of conduct which we ask you to read and abide by. This is an unsigned agreement which we expect all parents to follow. We pride ourselves on an open door policy and always engage with parents who may have a concern as our priority is to resolve any issues affecting the children. We do, however, also need to keep our pupils and staff safe from any behavior that may undermine the safe running of the school.
Parents’ evenings
In a change to our usual format, we will be offering three opportunities to meet with your child’s teacher, alongside our assessment point letters and written reports. Our first opportunity will be an optional ‘settling in’ meeting with your child’s teacher to simply discuss the first few weeks and focus on your child’s learning behavior and attitude. At the start of the spring and summer terms there will be the more usual meetings to discuss progress in class from the previous term and assessments. These meetings will focus on how your child is managing against the expectations for their age, whether this is transferring into formal assessments, how we are supporting your child and what you can do at home to help further. Parents of children with SEN will also have longer review meetings with the class teacher and, sometimes, our SENCo Mrs. Williams. Dates for these meetings are detailed below.
Homework
Each class has expectations for homework. We aim to keep these to a minimum as we know how busy family life can be, but children do need to complete the work set in order to practice what has been taught in school. Without regular practice of some areas (reading, spelling, number bonds and times tables) children risk falling behind and being unable to apply these skills as work progresses in complexity. Particularly in KS2, children need to take responsibility for completing this work in order to help prepare for secondary school.
Attendance
A reminder that we have an arrival window from 8.40-9.00am before the gates are closed and locked. Pupils arriving after 9.10am receive a late mark which contributes to ‘unauthorised absence’ calculations and may lead to a fine if enough late marks are received within any six week period. A reminder also that holidays in term time are not authorised and we are required to report these to the Local Authority who may decide to issue a fine. The level of fine can be impacted by overall attendance during the previous year.
Collection time is 3.30pm from regular school and 4.30pm for After school clubs. Please stick to these times and inform us ahead if you need to collect early due to an appointment.
School should be informed in advance of school time appointments at a dentist, GP, hospital outpatients or any other clinic and evidence shown to a member of staff please. Appointment cards, emails, texts etc are all acceptable and enable us to authorize the absence.
Children will, at some stage, get poorly. Please consider the latest NHS advice when deciding whether to send your child to school. Whilst it is important to aim for good attendance, it is also unhelpful to send children in who need to be at home while they are ill and recover. Thank you.
Parking
The usual reminders around parking please. Our locality is not the easiest to navigate and we ask that parents always abide by the Highway Code, do not block driveways, drive down School Lane at any time, and consider their impact on other road users as well as local residents. A full reminder of our parking agreement will be sent out later.
Residential trips for 2026
A letter will be coming out in the next few weeks regarding the amazing opportunities we offer our pupils in Y2 – Y6 for residential visits through youth hostels and environmental activity centres. Please look out for this in order to reserve your child’s place.
Christmas events
Staff are already planning Christmas activities for the end of term. Please see the list of events below in case you need to book time off work to watch your child perform or join us in church.
PTA
Our wonderful PTA committee volunteers have had to step down due to other commitments. I would like to extend our heartfelt thanks to Kate Chattin, Mel Evans, Helen Marriott, and anyone else involved in the most recent fundraising activities which have made a big difference to school resources. We are ‘resting’ the PTA at the moment, but will hopefully be looking for interested parents to relaunch it later in the year.
Once again, thank you all for your ongoing support and we look forward to working in partnership with you all in 2025-26.
Kind regards,


Tracy Burn-Smith
Head teacher






Dates for your diary:
Fri 5th Sept 	Wheelchair basket ball, all classes (weather permitting)
Wed 1st Oct	Parents’ open evening, 5 minute appointments re settling in, behavior and attitudes 4-6.30pm
Thu 6th Nov	KS2 theatre visit, Nottingham – The Lion, the Witch & the Wardrobe
Mon 15th Dec	KS2 Christmas party
Tues 16th Dec	EYFS/KS1 Christmas performance (pm)
Wed 17th Dec	EYFS/KS1 Christmas performance (am)
Wed 17th Dec	KS1 Christmas party
Thu 18th Dec	carols in church (pm)
Fri 19th Dec	INSET day, school closed
Wed 14th Jan	Parents’ eve – 4.00-6.30pm
Thu 15th Jan	Parents’ eve – 4.00-6.30pm
Fri 13th Feb	INSET Day – school closed
23rd-26th Mar	Y4/5 trip to Haworth Youth Hostel
Tues 21st Apr	Parents’ eve – 4.00-6.30pm
Wed 22nd Apr	Parents’ eve – 4.00-6.30pm
11th-14th May	Y6 SATs
14th-15th May	Y2/3 trip to Sherwood Youth Hostel
18th-22nd May	Y6 trip to Hagg Farm (jointly with Farnsfield St Michael’s School)
Wed 15th Jul	Sports afternoon and family picnic (from 1.30pm)
Fri 24th Jul	INSET Day – school closed
Mon 27th Jul	INSET Day – school closedeptemb25
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